
 "[air navigation control, […] is a task involving the exercise of public authority 
and is not of an economic nature, since that activity constitutes a service in the 
public interest which is intended to protect both the users of air transport and the 
populations affected by aircraft flying over them".  
(Extract of decision C.364/92 of the European Court of Justice). 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

STOP ATTACKING ALBANIAN AND 
POLISH AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS! 

 
Brussels, 7th April 2021 

 
At the end of March three Polish ATCOs were dismissed from their 
employment by Poland's Air Navigation Service Provider, PANSA, two of 
them as a consequence of their appearance in the media where they  voiced 
safety concerns regarding the current level of ATC service provision as 
representatives of ZZKRL, a legally registered and recognised Trade Union, 
the third ATCO was fired amidst unverified and dubious allegations.  
 
Of the three ATCOs two are active members of ZZKRL’s Executive Board 
which, has the primary objective of defending workers' rights and the 
preservation of the highest professional standards which ensure the safety 
of the Polish skies.   
  
In a despicable attempt to deny the Trade Union representatives and 
members the legal protection they are entitled to, PANSA management 
have decided unilaterally to cease recognising ZZKRL as a Social Partner, 
with no legal framework to support this action.  
  
At the same time in Albania, five ATCOs have been fired because, due to 
the heavy stress they have been living with over the last year, exacerbated 
by unilateral cut in salaries of up to 70%, their dismissal occurred after they 
declared temporary inability due to these stresses in accordance with the 
Albanian ATCOs' Competence scheme. 
  
After the five had been fired, Albanian ATCOs gathered to discuss the 
behaviour of the Albanian ANSP with their minister but the intervention of 
the Minister of Infrastructure and Energy failed to deliver any results. 
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ATCEUC condemns the absolute ignorance of PANSA and Albcontrol 
Management regarding the fundamentals of a healthy Social Dialogue. They 
both put their employees under enormous additional stress which impairs 
the safety of their operations. 
  
On safety topics, it is natural to have differing opinions within the European 
ATM sector. Problems can only be solved through a real and meaningful 
dialogue and never through totalitarian approaches.  
  
ATCEUC urges PANSA and Albcontrol to reinstate immediately the ATCOs 
they fired and invites both the Polish and the Albanian National Government 
and Authorities to thoroughly assess the Social Dialogue practices of the 
current ANSP's Management team. 
  
It would be wise not to underestimate the solidarity amongst European Air 
Traffic Controllers when witnessing such clear manifestation of abuse of 
power that our colleagues from Poland and Albania are facing! 
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Air Traffic Controllers European Unions Coordination (ATCEUC) was created in 1989 and is 
currently composed of 32 professional and autonomous trade unions representing more 
than 14000 Air Traffic Controllers (ATCOs) and Air Traffic Safety Electronics Personnel 
(ATSEPs) throughout Europe. ATCEUC is part of the "European Union Sectoral Social 
Dialogue - Civil Aviation" in the air traffic management field and it is recognised as a full 
member of the ICB. ATCEUC with its experts participates in every work group where the 
voice of its Members can and have to be expressed: SESAR JU, TSG, EGHD, EASA STeB, 
EASC, ASPReT, ATM Partners and other workshops or programmes within the framework 
of EUROCONTROL and the European Commission. 


